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 Study and Examination Regulations (SPO) for the Master’s programme  
Communication and Design for Sustainability 

at Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences 
dated 25 October 2022 

last amended by the amending statute of 24 March 2026 

The following text is a commentary in English language on the Study and Examination Regulations for the Mas-

ter’s Degree Programme, helping you to understand the contents of the German document. The legally binding 

text remains the German version. Please refer to the German text if possible or seek advice in case of uncertain-

ties. 

 

Pursuant to Section 9 and Section 84(2), first sentence, of the Bavarian Higher Education In-
novation Act (BayHIG) of 5 August 2022 (GVBl. p. 414, BayRS 2210-1-3-WK), as amended, 
the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences (hereinafter: the University) hereby adopts the 
following Statutes: 
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§ 1 Purpose and scope of the study and examination regulations 
1 These Study and Examination Regulations serve to supplement and amend the General 
Examination Regulations of the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences (APO) in their cur-
rently valid version. 2 They contain provisions governing the course of study and the exami-
nation system for the Master’s programme in Communication and Design for Sustainability 
(CDS) at the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences (HNU).  
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§ 2 Qualification objectives of the programme and entry requirements, aca-
demic degree  

(1) 1 The Master’s programme in Communication and Design for Sustainability (CDS) prepares 
students for management roles in business, public administration and organisations, ena-
bling them to shape and communicate transformation processes in line with the principles 
of sustainability.  2 Students acquire the knowledge and skills to apply methods for analys-
ing and shaping social and economic transformations. 3 Graduates possess the 
knowledge, skills and tools to manage, facilitate and communicate new transformations 
based on changed models of value creation, production and participation. 4 They are able 
to develop solutions within inter- and transdisciplinary teams, whilst also leading groups in 
the context of complex tasks. 5 Graduates are able to critically reflect upon, discuss and 
further develop positions within current design and communication theory, and thus pos-
sess advanced knowledge, skills and practical abilities that enable them to pursue further 
academic qualification through a doctoral degree. 

(2) The qualification and entry requirements are governed by the Statutes on Admission, En-
rolment, Leave of Absence, Re-enrolment and Withdrawal Procedures at the Neu-Ulm Uni-
versity of Applied Sciences dated 25 January 2016, as amended; the remaining provisions 
of the Enrolment Statutes apply accordingly. 

(3) There is no guarantee that the Master’s programme will be run with fewer than 15 first-year 
students. 

(4) Upon successful completion of the Master’s examination, Neu-Ulm University of Applied 
Sciences awards graduates the academic degree ‘Master of Arts’ (M.A.). 

§ 3 Programme format, standard duration of study, structure of the programme 

(1) The programme is offered as a full-time programme. 

(2) 1 The standard duration of study is three semesters. 2 This comprises the theoretical 
study semesters and the examinations, including the Master’s thesis. 

(3) 1 Credit points are awarded for each module passed. 2 The total number of credit points 
to be earned is 90 ECTS.  

(4) 1 The first semester provides in-depth knowledge in the areas of alternative economic 
models, communication theory and design theory, with a focus on transformation. 2 In the 
second semester, students compare and analyse existing projects in the fields of design 
transformation and sustainability communication, deepen their methodological skills in re-
search and academic writing, and prepare their practical projects. 3 In the third semester, 
students apply the interdisciplinary themes of the subject area in a design and a commu-
nication practical project and write their Master’s thesis.  

(5) 1 The Academic Writing module is taught and examined in English. 2 All other courses 
and examinations are conducted in German. 3 From the start of the 2023/24 winter se-
mester, all courses and examinations will be conducted in English. 
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§ 4 Curriculum 

for the Master’s programme in Communication and Design for Sustainability 

Modules  Type of 
course ECTS 

Contact hours per 
week in the cur-
riculum semester Examination (P)* 

1 2 3 

Sustainable business models and responsible management 

Lec-
ture, 
Semi-
nar 

5 2   P (PP, St) 

Media production and storytelling SU, Ü 5 2   P (PP, St) 

Lifestyle and Communication SU, Ü 5 2   P (PP, St) 

Ethics and Sustainability Communication: Models and Empirical Re-
search SU, Ü 5 2   P (PP, St) 

Design and Transformation SU, Ü 5 2   P (PP, St) 

Communication for Sustainability, Sustainability Communication SU, Ü 5 2   P (PP, St) 

Life-Centred Design SU, Ü 5  2  P (PP, St) 

Design Research and Transformative Design SU, Ü 5  2  P (PP, St) 

Quantitative research methods SU, Ü 5  2  P (PP, St) 

Academic Writing  SE 5  2  P (PF) 

Sustainable Projects and Social Innovation (Case Studies & Best 

Practices) 
SU, Ü 5  2  P (PP) 

Conceptual seminar, development of study projects SU, Ü 5  2  P (PP) 

Study project design: concept and strategy SU, Ü 5   2 P (PP) 

Communication Project: Concept and Strategy 

Lec-
ture, 
Semi-
nar 

5   2 P (PP) 

Master’s Thesis1) MT 20    MT, Coll 

Total 90 12 12 4  

*Further details can be found in the APO, the module handbook and the course catalogue  

(1))  The mark for the Master’s Thesis module is weighted as follows: 60% Master’s Thesis, 40% Colloquium. The weighted mark 
counts towards the overall mark calculation with 20 ECTS. To pass the Master’s Thesis module, both assessments must be 
passed individually; if either assessment is failed, both must be retaken. 

Abbreviations 
ECTS = credits under the European Credit Transfer System 
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Coll = Colloquium 
LV = Course 
MA = Master’s thesis  
P = Examination 
PF = Portfolio assessment 
PP = Presentation  
SE = Seminar 
St = Coursework 
SU = Seminar-based teaching 
SWS = Hours per week per semester 
Ü = Tutorial 

§ 5 Standard dates and deadlines 

(1) By the end of the standard period of study, all coursework and examinations must be 
completed in accordance with the curriculum and the required ECTS credits must be ob-
tained.  

(2) 1 If students exceed the standard period of study by more than two semesters without ful-
filling the requirements set out in paragraph 1, the Master’s examination and, conse-
quently, all examinations not yet taken up to that point shall be deemed to have failed on 
the first attempt. 2 If students exceed the standard period of study by more than three se-
mesters, all examinations not yet passed shall be deemed to have failed definitively. 

§ 6 Master’s Thesis 

(1) 1 Only students who have successfully completed the examinations for the first semester 
of the curriculum may register for the Master’s thesis. 2 Exceptions to this require the ap-
proval of the Examination Board.  

(2) The time limit for completing the Master’s thesis is six months from the allocation of the 
topic to its submission.  

§ 7 Entry into force 

These Study and Examination Regulations shall enter into force on 1 March 2023. They shall 
apply to students commencing the Master’s programme in Communication and Design for 
Sustainability from the summer semester of 2023 onwards.                

Issued pursuant to the resolution of the Senate of the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sci-
ences dated 25 October 2022 and the approval by the President, acting in her capacity as 
the supervisory authority, dated 25 October 2022. 

Neu-Ulm, 25 October 2022 

signed 

Prof. Dr Uta M. Feser 

President  

Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences 

Resignation: 31 October 2022 
Announcement: 31 October 2022 
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