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Study and Examination Regulations (SPO) 
for the Master's degree program 

Social Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development 
of the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences 

from 25th of October 2022 

last amended by the amended articles of association dated 21.11.2023 

The following text is a commentary in English language on the Study and Examination Regulations for the Mas-

ter’s Degree Programme Social Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Developmentat the Neu-Ulm University of Ap-

plied Sciences, helping you to understand the contents of the German document. The legally binding text remains 

the German version. Please refer to the German text if possible or seek advice in case of uncertainties 

Based on Art. 9 and Art. 84 para. 2 sentence 1 of the Bavarian Higher Education Innovation 
Act (Bayerischen Hochschulinnovationsgesetzes: BayHIG) of August 5th, 2022 (GVBl. p. 414, 
BayRS 2210-1-3-WK), as amended, the Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences (hereinaf-
ter: University) issues the following statutes: 
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§ 1 Purpose and scope of the study and examination regulations 
1These study and examination regulations serve to complete and supplement the General 
Examination Regulations of Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences (APO) in their currently 
valid version. 2It contains regulations for the study and examination system in the Master's 
degree program Social Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development (ESD) at Neu-Ulm 
University of Applied Sciences (HNU). 
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§ 2 Qualification objectives of the degree program and qualification require-
ments, academic degree 

(1) The Master's degree program in Social Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) aims to train internationally oriented, entrepreneurially minded, sustainability and so-
cially conscious specialists and managers and entrepreneurs/intrapreneurs for companies 
and other organizations (NGOs, foundations, initiatives). The application-oriented Master's 
program imparts the necessary skills for a responsible and success-oriented approach to so-
cial and economic systems in a sustainability-oriented framework. In addition, the program 
prepares graduates scientifically and methodologically for a relevant doctorate in various ar-
eas of international social entrepreneurship and sustainability management in accordance 
with internationally accepted standards. 

(2) The qualification and admission requirements are regulated in the statutes on the admis-
sion, matriculation, leave of absence, re-registration and de-registration procedures at Neu-
Ulm University of Applied Sciences dated 25.01.2016 in the currently valid version; the re-
maining provisions of the matriculation statutes apply accordingly. 

(3) There is no entitlement to a Master's degree program with fewer than 15 first-year students. 

(4) After successfully passing the Master's examination, Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sci-
ences awards graduates the academic degree “Master of Arts” (M.A.). 

 

§ 3 Study format, standard period of study, structure of the degree program 

(1) The degree program is offered as a full-time degree program. 

(2) 1The standard period of study is three semesters. 2It comprises the theoretical semesters 
and the examinations including the Master's thesis. 

(3) 1Credit points are awarded for each module passed. 2The total number of credit points to 
be acquired is 90 ECTS. 

(4) 1The first semester begins with an introduction to the relevant fundamentals of develop-
ment economics, international sustainability management and social innovation manage-
ment. 2The second semester offers students a focused consolidation of specialist and (pro-
ject) management skills in the thematic focus areas. 3The third semester serves as an intro-
duction to the application of the acquired knowledge in practice and research and independ-
ent academic work, including the preparation of the Master's thesis. 

(5) All courses and examinations are held in English as the language of instruction and ex-
amination. 
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§ 4 Curriculum 

(1) in the Master's degree program ESD from the start of the winter semester 2024/2025 
(20242) 

Modul 
number Modul name Type of 

course 
EC
TS 

HPW 
Examination* 

1 2 3 

1 Development Economics ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

2 Circular Economy and Resource Management ST,Ex 5 4   E (PF) 

3 State of the Planet – Tools and Cases ST,Ex 5 4   E (PF) 

4 Sustainable Finance Management ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

5 Research Lab: Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods 
(Project Work) ST, PP 5 4   E (SRP, P) 

6 Design Thinking for Social Entrepreneurship (Project Work) ST, PP 5 4   E (SRP, P) 

7 Project Management in Development Cooperations ST,Ex 5  3  E (PF) 

8 Entrepreneurship and Development Management ST,Ex 5  3  E (PF) 

9 Economic and Business Ethics ST,Ex 5  3  E (SRP, P) 

10 Global and Regional Development Geography ST,Ex 5  3  E (PF) 

11 Social Entrepreneurship and Impact (Project work) ST, PP 5  4  E (SRP, P) 

12 Business Model Generation for Social Businesses (Project 
work) ST, PP 5  4  E (SRP, P) 

13 Post-Development and Alternatives to Development ST,Ex 5   3 E (PF) 

14 Sustainable Supply Chain Management ST,Ex 5   3 E (WE/SRP/P) 

15 Innovation Project Lab (Project Work) PP 5   4 E (PF) 

16 Master Thesis MT 15   1 E (MT, P)** 

 Total  90 22 20 11  

(2) in the Master's degree program ESD start summer semester 2023 (20231) 

Modul 
number Modul name Type of 

course 
EC
TS 

HPW 
Examination* 

1 2 3 

1 Development Economics – Theories, Actors and Models ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

2 Global and Regional Development Geography ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

3 Introduction to Sustainability Management ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

4 Economic and Business Ethics ST,Ex 5 3   E (WE/SRP/P) 

5 Research Lab: Qualitative and Quantitative Research Methods 
(Project Work) ST, PP 5 4   E (SRP, P) 

6 Design Thinking for Social Entrepreneurship (Project Work) ST, PP 5 4   E (SRP, P) 

7 Project Management in Development Cooperations ST,Ex 5  3  E (WE/SRP/P) 

8 Entrepreneurship and Development Management ST,Ex 5  3  E (WE/SRP/P) 

9 Sustainable Finance Management ST,Ex 5  3  E (WE/SRP/P) 
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10 Circular Economy and Resource Management ST,Ex 5  3  E (WE/SRP/P) 

11 Social Entrepreneurship and Impact (Project work) ST, PP 5  4  E (SRP, P) 

12 Business Model Generation for Social Businesses (Project 
work) ST, PP 5  4  E (SRP, P) 

13 Post-Development and Alternatives to Development ST,Ex 5   3 E (WE/SRP/P) 

14 Sustainable Supply Chain Management ST,Ex 5   3 E (WE/SRP/P) 

15 Innovation Project Lab (Project Work) PP 5   4 E (SRP, P) 

16 Master Thesis MT 15   1 E (MT, P)** 

 Total  90 20 20 11  

* More details in the APO, the module handbook and the course catalog 
 

Abbreviations 
ECTS = Points according to the European Credit Transfer System 
WE = Written exam 
C = Course 
MT = Master thesis 
E = Examination 
PP = Practical project 
P = Presentation 
SRP = Student research project 
ST = Seminar-based teaching 
HPW = Semester hours per week 
Ex = Exercise 
E (WE/SRP/P) = alternative forms of examination 
** Weighting: MT 14 ECTS, P 1 ECTS 
 

§ 5 Regular dates and deadlines 

(1) By the end of the standard period of study, all coursework and examinations should have 
been completed in accordance with the curriculum and the required ECTS credits acquired. 

(2) 1If students exceed the standard period of study by more than two semesters without ful-
filling the requirements set out in paragraph 1, all examinations not yet taken shall be 
deemed to have been failed for the first time. 2If students exceed the standard period of study 
by more than three semesters, all failed examinations and thus the Master's examination 
shall be deemed to have been definitively failed. 

§ 6 Master's thesis 

(1) 1Only students who have successfully completed the examinations in the first semester of 
the curriculum may register for the Master's thesis. 2Exceptions to this require the approval of 
the Examination Board. 

(2) The processing period for the Master's thesis is four months from the time the topic is set 
until submission. 
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§ 7 Entry into force 

These study and examination regulations come into force on 01.03.2023 and replace the 
study and examination regulations dated 07.12.2021. They apply to students who begin their 
studies in the Master's degree program Social Entrepreneurship for Sustainable Develop-
ment (ESD) from the summer semester 2023.              

Issued on the basis of the resolution of the Senate of the Neu-Um University of Applied Sci-
ences of 25.10.2022 and the legal supervisory approval by the President of 25.10.2022. 

 

Neu-Ulm, 25th of October 2022 
 
signed 
 
Prof. Dr. Uta M. Feser 
President  
Neu-Ulm University of Applied Sciences 
 
 
Resignation: 31.10.2022 
Announcement: 31.10.2022 
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